Hanukkah ֲחנֻכָּה

Lighting the Hanukkah Candles:
 ֲאשֶׁר קִדְּ ׇשׁנוּ ְבּ ִמצְוֹתָ יו ְוצ ִׇוּנוּ ְלהַדְ לִיק נֵר,בָּרוְּך אַתָּ ה יְי ָ אֱֹלהֵ ֽינוּ מֶ ֽלְֶך הָעוֹלָם
שֶׁל ֲחנֻכָּה׃
Blessed art thou, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who
sanctified us with his commandments and commanded us to light
the Hanukkah light.
שׁ ֶׇע ׇשׂה נִסִּים ַלאֲבוֹתֵ נוּ בַּיׇ ּמִים ָההֵם ַבּזְּמַן ׇהזֶּה׃,בָּרוְּך אַתָּ ה יְי ָ אֱֹלהֵ ֽינוּ מֶ ֽלְֶך הָעוֹלָם
Blessed art thou, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who
performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at this time.

On the first night only:
שׁ ֶהחֱיׇ נוּ ְו ִקיּ ְׇמנוּ ְו ִהגִּיעָנוּ ַלזְּמַן ַהזֶּה׃
ֶ ,בָּרוְּך אַתָּ ה יְי ָ אֱֹלהֵ ֽינוּ מֶ ֽלְֶך הָעוֹלָם
Blessed art thou, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, who
has given us life and preserved us and brought us to this occasion.

First Night
This is the story of Judah Maccabeus and his
brothers, and the purification of the great Temple, and
the dedication of the altar, and further the wars
against Antiochus Epiphanes...and the appearances
which came from heaven to those who strove zealously on behalf of Judaism, so that though few in number they seized the
whole land and pursued the barbarian hordes, and recovered the Temple famous throughout the world and freed the city and restored the laws that
were about to be abolished, while the LORD with great kindness became
gracious to them (II Macc. 2:19-22):
After Alexander [the Great] son of Philip the Macedonian, who came
from the land of Kittim, had defeated Darius, king of the Persians and the
Medes, he succeeded him as king. (He had previously become king of
Greece.) He fought many battles, conquered strongholds, and put to death
the kings of the earth. He advanced to the ends of the earth, and plundered
many nations. When the earth became quiet before him, he was exalted,
and his heart was lifted up. He gathered a very strong army and ruled over
countries, nations, and princes, and they became tributary to him.
After this, [Alexander] fell sick and perceived that he was dying. So
he summoned his most honored officers, who had been brought up with
him from youth, and divided his kingdom among them while he was still
alive. And after Alexander had reigned twelve years, he died. Then his officers began to rule, each in his own place. They all put on crowns after
his death, and so did their sons after them for many years; and they caused
many evils on the earth.
From them came forth a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of
Antiochus the king; he had been a hostage in Rome. He began to reign in
the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks (I
Macc. 1:1-10).

Second Night
In those days lawless men came forth from Israel, and misled many, saying “let us go and make a
covenant with the Gentiles round about us, for since
we separated from them many evils have come upon
us.” This proposal pleased them, and some of the people eagerly went to the king. He authorized them to observe the ordinances of the Gentiles. So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, according to the Gentile custom, and removed the marks of circumcision, and
abandoned the holy covenant. They joined with the Gentiles and sold
themselves to do evil (I Macc. 1:11-16).
Then [Antiochus] the king wrote to his whole kingdom that everyone
in his kingdom should be one people, and that each should give up his ancestral customs. All the Gentiles accepted the command of the king.
Many even from Israel gladly adopted his religion; they sacrificed to idols
and profaned the sabbath (I Macc. 1:41-43).
Not long after this, the king sent an Anthenian senator to compel the
Jews to forsake the laws of their fathers and cease to live by the laws of
God, and also to pollute the Temple in Jerusalem and call it the temple of
Olympian Zeus, and to call the one in Gerizim the temple of Zeus the
Friend of Strangers, as did the people who dwelt in that place (II Macc.
6:1-2).
And the king sent letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of
Judah; he directed them to follow customs strange to the land, to forbid
burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and feasts, to defile the sanctuary and priests, to build altars
and sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and unclean
animals, and to leave their sons uncircumcised. They were to make themselves abominable by everything unclean and profane, so that they should
forget the Torah and change all the ordinances. “And whoever does not
obey the command of the king shall die,” (I Macc. 1:44-50).

Third Night
Harsh and utterly grievous was the onslaught of
evil. For the Temple was filled with debauchery and
reveling by the Gentiles, who dallied with harlots and
had intercourse with women within the sacred
precincts, and besides brought in things for sacrifice that were unfit. The
altar was covered with abominable offerings which were forbidden by the
laws. A man could neither keep the sabbath, nor observe the feasts of his
fathers, nor so much as confess himself to be a Jew (II Macc. 6:3-6).
Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred and fortyfifth year, they erected a desolating sacrilege upon the altar of burnt offering. They also built altars in the surrounding cities of Judah, and burned
incense at the doors of the houses and in the streets. The books of the
Torah which they found they tore to pieces and burned with fire. Where
the book of the covenant was found in the possession of anyone, or if anyone adhered to the Torah, the decree of the king condemned him to death.
They kept using violence against Israel, against those found month after
month in the cities. And on the twenty-fifth day of the month they offered
sacrifice on the altar which was upon the altar of burnt offering. According to the decree they put to death the women who had their children
circumcised and their families and those who circumcised them; and they
hung the infants from their mothers necks.
But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to
eat unclean food. They chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or to
profane the holy covenant; and they did die. And very great wrath came
upon Israel (I Macc. 1:54-64).

Fourth Night
Eleazar, one of the scribes in high position, a man
now advanced in age and of noble presence, was being
forced to open his mouth to eat swine’s flesh. But he,
welcoming death with honor rather than life with pollution, went up to the the rack of his own accord, spitting out the flesh, as men ought to go who have the
courage to refuse things that it is not right to taste, even for the natural love
of life.
Those who were in charge of that unlawful sacrifice took the man
aside, because of their long acquaintance with him, and privately urged
him to bring meat of his own providing, proper for him to use, and pretend
that he was eating the flesh of the sacrificial meal which had been commanded by the king, so that by doing this he might be saved from death,
and be treated kindly on account of his old friendship with them. But
making a high resolve, worthy of his years and the dignity of his old age
and the gray hairs which he had reached with distinction and his excellent
life even from childhood, and moreover according to the holy God-given
Torah, he declared himself quickly, telling them to send him to Hades.
“Such pretense is not worthy of our time of life,” he said, “lest many
of the young should suppose that Eleazar in his ninetieth year has gone
over to an alien religion, and through my pretense, for the sake of living a
brief moment longer, they should be led astray because of me, while I defile and disgrace my old age. For even if for the present I should avoid the
punishment of men, yet whether I live or die I shall not escape the hands of
the Almighty. Therefore, by manfully giving up my life now, I will show
myself worthy of my old age and leave to the young a noble example of
how to die a good death willingly and nobly for the revered and holy
laws.”
When he had said this, he went at once to the rack. And those who a
little before had acted toward him with good will now changed to ill will,
because the words he had uttered were in their opinion sheer madness.
When he was about to die under the blows, he groaned aloud and said: “It
is clear to the LORD in his holy knowledge that, though I might have been
saved from death, I am enduring terrible sufferings in my body under this
beating, but in my soul I am glad to suffer these things because I fear him.”
So in this way he died, leaving in his death an example of nobility
and a memorial of courage, not only to the young but to the great body of
his nation (II Macc. 6:18-31).

Fifth Night
In those days Mattatyahu the son of Yohanan, son
of Shimeon, a priest of the sons of Yoariv, moved from
Jerusalem and settled in Modiin. He had five sons,
Yohanan surnamed Gaddi, Shimon called Thassi, Yehudah called Maccabeus, Eleazar called Avaran, and Yonatan called Apphus.
He saw the blasphemies being committed in Judah and Jerusalem, and
said,
“Alas! Why was I born to see this,
the ruin of my people, the ruin of the holy city,
and to dwell there when it was given over to the enemy,
the sanctuary given over to aliens?
Her Temple has become like a man without honor;
her glorious vessels have been carried into captivity.
Her babes have been killed in her streets,
her youths by the sword of the foe.
What nation has not inherited her palaces
and has not seized her spoils?
All her adornment has been taken away;
no longer free, she has become a slave.
And behold, our holy place, our beauty,
and our glory have been laid waste;
the Gentiles have profaned it.
Why should we live any longer?”
And Mattatyahu and his sons rent their clothes, put on sackcloth, and
mourned greatly (I Macc. 2:1-14).

Sixth Night
Now the days drew near for Mattatyahu to die,
and he said to his sons, “Arrogance and reproach have
now become strong; it is a time of ruin and furious
anger. Now, my children, show zeal for the Torah, and
give your lives for the covenant of our fathers. Remember the deeds of the
fathers, which they did in their generations; and receive great honor and an
everlasting name. Was not Abraham found faithful when tested, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness? Joseph in the time of his distress kept
the commandment, and became lord of Egypt. Phinehas our father, because he was deeply zealous, received the covenant of everlasting priesthood. Joshua, because he fulfilled the command, became a judge in Israel.
Caleb, because he testified in the assembly, received an inheritance in the
land. David, because he was merciful, inherited the throne of the kingdom
for ever. Elijah because of great zeal for the Torah was taken up into heaven. Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael believed and were saved from the
flames. Daniel because of his innocence was delivered from the mouth of
the lions.
“And so observe, from generation to generation, that none who put
their trust in him will lack strength. Do not fear the words of a sinner, for
his splendor will turn into dung and worms. Today he will be exalted, but
tomorrow he will not be found, because he has returned to the dust, and his
plans will perish. My children, be courageous and grow strong in the
Torah, for by it you will gain honor.
“Now behold, Judah Maccabeus has been a mighty warrior from his
youth; he shall command the army for you and fight the battle against the
peoples. You shall rally about you all who observe the Torah, and avenge
the wrong done to your people. Pay back the Gentiles in full, and heed
what the Torah commands.”
Then he blessed them, and was gathered to his fathers. He died in
the one hundred and forty-sixth year and was buried in the tomb of his fathers at Modiin. And all Israel mourned for him with great lamentation (I
Macc. 2:49-70).

Seventh Night
Then Judah his son, who was called Maccabeus,
took command in his [father’s] place. All his brothers
and all who had joined his father helped him; they
gladly fought for Israel (I Macc. 1-2).
Now Maccabeus and his followers, the LORD leading them on,
recovered the Temple and the city (II Macc. 10:1)...
Then said Judah and his brothers, “Behold, our enemies are crushed;
let us go up to cleanse the sanctuary and dedicate it.” So... they went up to
Mount Zion. And they saw the sanctuary desolate, the altar profaned, and
the gates burned....
[So] Judah... chose blameless priests devoted to the Torah, and they
cleansed the sanctuary and removed the defiled stones to an unclean place.
They deliberated what to do about the altar of burnt offering, which had
been profaned. And they thought it best to tear it down, lest it bring reproach upon them, for the Gentiles had defiled it. So they tore down the
altar, and stored the stones in a convenient place on the Temple Mount
until there should come a prophet to tell what to do with them. Then they
took unhewn stones, as the Torah directs, and built a new altar like the former one. They also rebuilt the sanctuary and the interior of the Temple,
and consecrated the courts. They made new holy vessels, and brought the
menorah, the altar of incense, and the table into the Temple. Then they
burned incense on the altar and lighted the lamps on the menorah, and
these gave light in the Temple. They placed the shewbread on the table
and hung up the curtains. Thus they finished all the work they had
undertaken.
Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month,
which is the month of Chislev, in the one hundred and forty-eighth year
[after a lapse of two years], they rose and offered sacrifice, as the Torah directs, on the new altar of burnt offering which they had built. At the very
season, and on the very day that the Gentiles had profaned it, it was dedicated with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals.
All the people fell on their faces and worshiped and blessed Heaven,
who had prospered them. [And they besought the LORD that they might
never again fall into such misfortunes, but that, if they should ever sin,
they might be disciplined by him with forbearance and not be handed over
to blasphemous and barbarous nations (II Macc. 10:4)]

So they celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days, in the
manner of the feast of booths, remembering how not long before, during
the feast of booths, they had been wandering in the mountains and caves
like wild animals. They decorated the front of the Temple with golden
crowns and small shields; they restored the gates and the chambers for the
priests, and furnished them with doors. There was very great gladness
among the people, and the reproach of the Gentiles was removed.
Then Judah and his brothers and all the assembly of Israel determined that every year at that season the days of the dedication of the altar
should be observed with gladness and joy for eight days, beginning with
the twenty-fifth day of the month of Chislev (I Macc. 4:36-59).

Eighth Night
Psalm 30
A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication of the Temple. Of
David.
I will exalt you, O LORD,
for you lifted me out of the depths
and did not let my enemies gloat over me.
O LORD my God, I called to you for help,
and you healed me.
You, O LORD, brought my soul up from Sheol;
you spared me from going down to the pit.
Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people;
praise his holy name.
For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may stay for the night,
but rejoicing comes in the morning.
As for me, I said in my prosperity,
“I will never be shaken.”
By your favor, O LORD,
you had established me as a strong mountain;
but when you hid your face,
I was dismayed.
To you, O LORD, I called;
to the LORD I cried for mercy:
“What is gained if I am silenced,
if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you?
Will it proclaim your faithfulness?
Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me;
LORD , be my help.”

You turned my mourning into dancing;
you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
that my soul may sing your praises and not be silent.
O LORD my God, I will praise you forever.

